disputes-for instance, whether II and III Edgar or I and II Cnut constitute single texts, whether Norðhymbra Cyricgrið is simply a variant version of VIII Athelred, and whether many of the anonymous texts, most notably Rectitudines Singularum Personarum and Gerefa, ever functioned as law at all 4 -highlight the shortcomings of any approach that assumes the extant corpus of early English law to be a fixed canon with clear boundaries and settled criteria for inclusion or exclusion.
Many of these questions are cast into particularly high relief when asked of texts lingering on the margins of the Anglo-Saxon legal canon, such as the charm against theft found in three manuscripts of Old English law-CCCC 190, CCCC 383, and Textus Roffensis-as well as Cotton Tiberius A.iii, a collection of monastic texts. 5 The charm-or, more accurately, ritual, since the text includes Old English performance instructions as well as a Latin prayer to the Cross-provides the reader with a series of ceremonial steps to be taken in order to recover stolen goods or livestock. Although the ritual circulated with legal texts as part of the Edward-Edmund group identified by Wormald 6 and was inscribed in both pre-and post-Conquest legal manuscripts, it has not been considered part of the early English legal canon by modern editors. Other than the regnal lists and a writ of Cnut's, the theft- 4 On II and III Edgar, I and II Cnut, and Norðhymbra Cyricgrið, see Richard Dammery, "Editing Anglo-Saxon Laws," pp. 254, 257-9. On Rectitudines Singularum Personarum and Gerefa, see P. D. A. Harvey, "Rectitudines Singularum Personarum and Gerefa," EHR 108 (1993), 1-22. About these two latter texts Wormald writes that "the original motivation of neither was in any normal sense legal." What is meant by the "normal sense" of legal is never specified, however. See Wormald, Making of English Law, p. 387. 5 The text has been edited in Thomas Oswald Cockayne, Leechdoms, Wortcunning and Starcraft of Early England, 3 vols. (London, 1864-66, revised 1961) , 3: 230-33; Felix Grendon, "The Anglo-Saxon Charms," The Journal of American Folklore 22 (1909), 178-79; Gottfried Storms, Anglo-Saxon Magic (The Hague, 1948) , pp. 202-5. All quotations here will be taken from Storms's edition.
